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In an effort to get back on my regular
Pi-monthly publishlng schedule, this 1ssue
of MOTE le coming practlcally on the heols
of the Annish. Now, if I can Just $et the
"November" issue out by November, I'11 be
all caught up again.

In case you hadn't already noticed,
this i1ssue has no letter column. Most of
the letters on hand here ardé too outdated
to be of interest to anyone except the ed-
itor. A few letters of comment on the An-~
nlish have come in recently, but most of
this issue hed already been put on thoe

ditto masters by then. So Commotion will
be resumed next iasue.

Since my mention of the 3-D "Mighty
Mouse" comiec book last issue, the publish-
ers liave come out with three new lssueg~~~
all with differont characters. But rizht
now the only one I can recall is "Mhs Throe
Stooges". Looks like they'rs stariing out
wilh a bang. Wonder if this 1s "the com-
ing thing", or will i1t aie out after the
novelty wears off, as seoms t0 be happen-

ing to the 3-D movies, or so sey the movie
columnists anyway.

"Go west, Igggg fan--go wegt.V
It's San Franeisco in 54, Yep, next

Jear the Con goes west. According to a
letier from Karen Kruse of Berkeley, "This
convention is belng run by fans--for fans".
And to quote a recent letter from Hal Sha-
piro, "...even though I'll probably not be
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Re :UOTE (continued;

thers, I'm willing %o bet that 1%'1l be
ons of the best cons fandom's ever scen:
I'm going to try to wmake 1t, even if ©
have to ride the rods. ...it's one con
don't want to miss, 4Af I can at all hel;

1t." iove over cn those rods, Hal-~--malc
room for me,

T1ll November then... = 174
B ~



RICGH’® .

by Rich Lupoff
{ADBUR RO 2

A few months ago I devoted this column
to analyzing and comparing Ray Bradbury
and Rkobert Helnlein as the two top stf au-
thore of the day. You may remember that T
came to the end and refused to say which
of the palr I consildered Nurber One
boy. I'll tell you now thal at that time

I considered Bradbury far the better. At
that time.

But I'm glad now that I decidsd to hold
ny silence, because while I doubt that o
gecond=-rate column in a minor fanzine sets
many people thinking, that particular one
set me thinking, even after I'd written 1%.
And I think that the question deserves =
second consideration,

let's look at Ray Bradbury, euthor of
four collections of short storles, editor
of andther, and of late a movie scenario-
writer. Wwhat does he have? PFirgt of all;
2 siyle. He has a way of using words that
18 pure poetry. It 1s enchantment. But
after you've read oenough of his work it
starts to have a quality of samo-noss a-
bout it, so that you start to think "Enough,
cut it out, don't you have anything dif-
ferent to offer?" He does, as & look at
some of hls earlier work shows. And there
we come %o Bradbury's45reatest sin: He 18



s0 intrigued with his own style that he

over-uses 1it, and it becomes a satire on
1tself.

The second complaint I have againet
Bradbury 1s his Great 1Idea, his Message.
We all know what it 1s--~don't let science
get out of hand; don't let the wrong pecple
get powerj man ls potentlally the most good
or the most evil creature to welk the earth.

and 1t looke as if he 1s trying to be the
most evil, etc.

What's good about Bradbury? ¥oll 1o

style, as I started to say bofore. If he

: will make it his slave
instead of his master,
hlas tool instead of
hls goal in writing
His imagination fuo:
another. Think cf
Bradbury's Mars, of hig
Hortlane, of the world
of the Flreman, of many
others., LLIof il uiis -
to date no has uweged
his imaginstion onlv
as & vehlcle for hla twin gods, Style and
Meesage, If he will do eomething about
his Mo83ag6sees.l dOn't ¥mow what, it's s
easy toc tell what's wrong but how to ocor
regt 1t 1is enothor problemeceo seeedl ho
vill do theee two things, Bradbury con be-
come ihe top writer not just of imeginative
fiction, but of all contempaeyy literature.

As for Helnlein, there 1s the editor'a
dream. What does he have? What doesn't
he have would be more like it, for he has
characterization, plotting.l suspensa, a
touch of comedy just when it's needed. He's
written umpteen novels, edited an anthol-
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0gy, and done some work in Hollywood him-
self.

But while he is probably the most bril-
liant technlcian around, he lacks the depth
of Bradbury. When I finish a Helnlein sto-
ry I say to myselr "Wwhat a magnificent Uit~
erary performance." When I finlsh a Brad-
bury story I say to myself "Perhaps crude,
perhaps overwritten and underpollshed, but
this man has something rere."

So if Bradbury won the firet round,
Heinleln takes the second. I must admit
that as of now, 1f I were awarding a cup
to the outstanding writer in the fleld
Heinlein would take 1t. But as for the
most promising of the twoe...I think Brad-
bury will win round three,

I could have put a much shorter heading
o1 ¢hils section, but thsn moet of yoa warld
have skipped 1t, so you're trepped now, and
I'm asking you, please hear me out.

I want Capicin Future, There. I've
seld it. Lightning did not strike me down.
Sam Mines did not chase me with a big
stick. The Socloty For The Advancement Of

Scienco Filction did not label me a public
mnenace.

Now don't get me wrong, fellas. I'm
not & reactionary, trying to get stf back
fifteen ,years. I approve of and enjoy the

'mature' kind of material currontly domi-~
nating the market. I think the psycholog-
lcal~cerebral-emotional themes now in use
are Jjust dandy.
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But as a relief for the high pressure
of the fiction usually found 1in GALAXY,
the suspenseful tenslon of FANTASTIC, the
clever little twlists of FANTASY & SCIENCE
FICTION, there 18 nothing more pleasant
than a good old-fashloned space opera.

Not the‘mature, believable stories of
three-dimensional characters faced with
realistic situations' that Kaempfert-del
Rey blurbs about in ROCKET STORIES. Nor
PLANET, for no matter how you slice 1t,
crud 1s still that.

I mean cardboard filgures racing across
the stage to aquéh some
horrible menace through / (
the use of super-scil-
onceo. ‘

L

I mean the greatest
of these, Captain Fu-
ture and his three un-
human companions; Otho
the android, Greg the
robot, and Slmon Wright
the livinz brain.

If you're looking for deop intellectual
stimulation, leave them alons, but 1f you
want to finlsh e . ntory untouched except
for having had a lcot cf fiin, nothing on top CF.

What I would like to see 1s & collec~-
tion of Captdin Future storlies brought out
in magazline format much like WONDER STORY
ANNUAL., Seing a collector, 1 know this
would be the next beat thing to a complete
set of Captain Future magazines, publisheod
1940-44 by Standard. I did moanage to get
hold of the first 1ssue, and let me tell
those of you who never read a Captain Fu-
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ture story that I never had such a good
time.

The long-threatened split between the
pros and fans, particularly fanzine pub~
lishers, may be here or close upon 1it.
For a while there, MADGE's 9-a~year fmz
reviews were the only ones left. Now MADGE
1s \p to 12 issues annually, and Columbia
Pubs are fooling around with reviews. Evon
so, that's quite a come-down considering
that as recéntly as the firet 1ssues of
GALAXY and IF the reason given for no re-
views was pot editorlal policy, but the
fact that they were so completely cov-
ored elsewhere. A rather weak--sounding
excuse when one sonslders the fact thatl

roughly half the magazines published carry
book revievs.

Among the many values ascribed to imag-
inative literature, one of the least often
montlioned is the open mind the reader de~
velopes. How many people have difficulty
accepting new concepts because they have
had no practice in thinking outside thels
ordinary humdrum lives. I know one person,
an aunt of mine in fact, who refuses 1o

P accept the fact that
AN\ Y the Russlans have the
fivy TR\ A-boub, Whenever I

'-"-\( :.'," oy try to convince her

Q‘LJ"\‘?) and explain the varl-

; e s %5\ ous methods we have of

B finding out, she 1q-

LA T sists that they gan't

k__-;‘_.::‘u} have the Bomb. 9.'5 B

, P cgﬂﬁ reason they can't ls
N - that they pustn't. The

) 4 roason they mustn't is
8



that it's just too horrible. What the
fact that it's horrible had to do with re-
ality 1s beyond me, but as I see it, her
mind has not etrayed outside the mundane
for years, and now 1t gan't.

One of the most common attitudes of
8tfictlional heroes nowadays is being tired
of belng pushed around, desliring nothing
more than to be left a&alone, perhaps tc
marry and settle down, perhaps to be &
rover, but above all to be free to do and
think as he wishes, not as he’s toldo An
literature reflecte the mood o' Ui puipis,
I think t.his feeling is that o' the people.

I think we're 1l get-
ting fed up with beilng
pushed around by Rus-
sla, by China, by Erg- &
land, by the UN, by 4

our own government, by
labor, by capital. I
think what started June
17 in Easat Germany 1is
not going to end for a
long time and until
it's Anvolved most of
the world to a greater
or lesser degrec.

v 2
( ,
}

Jf gﬁ.

one parting :

thought -== Since I've ey

never met ewn a single 2o
person who admitted that he bought a oop;
more than once in a while; whc rends PLANE

STORIES? Somebody must. They couldn
print all those coplies every two monthn

and then get them all back, What happenc
to the rest?

==~Rich Lupoi



\oo‘s rsn N

br Sert Dhoviling

The Invasion Fleet of the Lool winked
into exlstence in a segment of space whioh
had never felt the swirl of molecules bve-
fore since time began. A hundred parsecs
and more had been covered in a slice of
time too thin to measurs. They paused
there, the mighty cruisers and troopships
and dreadnoughts, while the matter-sensore
of Fleet Astrogation sent thelr ephemeral

feelers flickering outvard in all direoc-
tions.

Moti Goll, the entity in command of the
expedition, <{lowed tensely about his tank
in the command-area of the {lagshlp. A

crisp stream of communication-waves flowed
in to him.

"Populated planet dstected. Life-forms
are definltely suitable for bgg%g;ggo Do-
foenso~potent lnsigniflcant. darvest of
sufficliont size to werrant return to lool-
lool. Await orders."

Zmotlons are unknown to tho lool. If
thoy hada't been, Moti Goll might have
felt elated. Hunting had been scant since
th2ey had moved away from the center of the
Galaxy. If he had hands, he might well
hzve rubbsd them, gloatingly.

10



"Have Fleet Plotting set \up the tncoic
for a landing on the plaret's surface. A-
lert landing personsll. Check with Offen-
sive Gunnery Officer. Institute Course
(Here follows a seriles of symbols Vtterly

meaningless to human minds)., Prepare to
take them."

The great fleet seethed with activity.
The flvid entitlies coursed and sprayed
«Jarcugh thelr commurizztZon tubing. They
1 owed down corridore so fast they snlashed
wi coimers and had to take time to getier
thelr droplets bef:ra continuiv* AR A0

gocs for the 1Lool, it wasn'st long before
the report ebbed in to Moti Goll,

"Your wetness, we are ready."

“Proceed at command then. All eraft
the planet's surface. Tlot ocourses o
dlsperase across the crust for greatest ei-
factiveness against centers of _opulation.
Wo must take them by surprise."

The firing controla of the floet were
circuited to a single mercury-switch. The
Lool whogo Job it was to activato tho
switch sent ore last s8sensing ocan tovard

the doomod planei--=-the third one out fronm
its 1little type-G sun.

"I'11 bet they’ll be surprised!™ he
thought to nobody in narticular.

They were. The sodium hulls o <the
Lool fleet blazed like Brobdlignabian bor
flres whereever they larded. And the wvapor:
lzed clouds of the Lool rose into the ox:
gen-bearing atmosphere like steam.

Hissl °
ngly =« Bart Dowli



by Bert Hirschhorn

"Continue...work on all forms of Atomic
weapons including the...hydrogen (bomb)."

This directive from Ex-President Truman
came on Jan. 31, 1950,

Nearly 3 years later came this anncunoce-
ment: "Joint Tnsk Force 132...has complet-
ed...weapons develcpmeat testse...ln the
Marshall Islands... The test program 1ln-
cluded experimente contributing to thermo-
nucleer weapons research."

Thermonuclear told us that the bomb had

errived. The Hypdrogen bomb was hore *to
ptay.

Soldlers describing the tests tell of
how an island, a mile long, "actually dls-
apvcared”". The exploslon haé the glare of

"at least toen suns"'. This bomb was merely
a vest bomb-

The H-tomb is a0 powerful 1t needs &
full-size A-bomb to trigger it. Perhaps I
should explain some fundamental differences
beitween tho two. An A-bomb works on nu~
cloer fission. That ig, uranium atoms are
apllt into smaller atoms thus releaslng
n3rgy. In fusion, as it 1s called, four
nirogen atoms are fused 1into one helliunm
ato, releasing a great nmount of energy.
This iz the process by which the sun glves



off light and heat.

A horrible thing about the H-bomb is
that it can be made as powerful as can be
wanted. One H-bomb can be mades to equal
ONE THOUSAND A-bombs. This bozb» would
blast an area of 300 miles and destroy
1200 square mlles by fire.

In addition. Af such a bomb 1s placed
in a cobalt casing (cobalt being very sen-
sitive to radioactivity), the radioactivity
would be about as powerful as 5,000,000
pounds of radium which would spre=zd death
for thousands of miles.

However, thie deastructive danger of thne
H=bomb is not the only thing we must fear.
There i1s an element that has been Adlscugscdc
only in stf stories and ha3s been wldel
ridiculed by many non-fans. This is tinc
fact: The explosion of an H-bomb releasee
large amounts of Carbon 14, a radloactiv
isotepe of carbon which takes fully 5600
years to lose half of 1its r-licnctliTiiy.
Thies 1sotope would make 1ltes way inuvo our
bodles and posslibly make us sterlle ox
cause ug to produce horrlbly deformed mu-
tants, Thils seema to indicate that a war
in whioch H-bombs are used would spell the
end of civilizatlon.

1 cannot outline any solution. I don't
think anyone can. All I can do 1s hope and
pray the time won't come when the bombs are
dropped. That 8 about all you“can do too.

Among the current controversies 10
plague fandom is: Shall FANTASTIC be &ad-
mitted as "the real MeCoy" in fandom?

While a majority of the orltlics are pro
baiters (more abvout that in my column in



SPACESHIP), many earnestly belleve that
FANTASTIC 1s not a true stf-zine. Thelir
cage? Well, 1t centers on these polnts:

(1) Browne has printed many an item
that was ailmed at a larger segment of the
reading populace. Such ltems a3 Spilllane's
story (which was ghosted by Browne, 1incl-
dentally), Billy hose's plece and several

other stories with little or almost no stf
or Tantasy in them.

(2) Browne is out to make money.
(3) Browne used to be & mystery-writer.

Well, all I can say to the firat com-
plaint (the biggest) is thiz. The stories
are intereasting and likeable., It 1s ridic-
ulous vo aseume that Browne prints for the
thousand or so active fans. It 18 even
concelt. I find FANTASTIC the beet buy
today. 1t's stories are well-proportioned
between fantasy, stf, and---while I didn't
l14ke 'Howard Splllane'---the ‘non-stf’ is
ol top eallber. Even an old reader as my-
self gets tired of reading pure stf every
ish as in the aristocrat, ASF. FANTASTIC
1s refreshlng and very enjoyable.

0f course, tho second complaint is mor-
onic. What would Browne eat? Newspaper?

A8 tov Browne's former ghedy reputation--
his sk11ll 1n handling FANTASTIC 1s olear.
Being a mystery wrlter 1is no great draw-
back. le trlied to combine the two flelds

with Spillend but an ocld pro like he knows
when 1t doesn't work.

1'm in favor of more FANTASTIC.

-=Bert Hiraschhorn
14



QA PAUNER =--

) by kich Lupoff

¥

{Editor s note: Thnis article, originally
intended for the July Annish, wap written
last May-——bgzorg the advent of UNIVERSE S8F,
SCIENCE STORIES and MYSTIC. Looks 1liks
R 0 > eld here.)

-

In the Jupe 1930 issue of wOwbax Siu-
RIEB, & story called "Tha Time Ray of Jan-
ara" appears. One line from it reads "In
1944, when the second World War  brele
out..." The auther of the story ic o
Raymond A. Palmer.

In the April 1953 lesue of OTHER WORLDS,
o feature ocelled "The Maen Frou Tomorrow"
appears. One line from it reade "...fear

wlll be an atomic attack on 2uzcll IPoT
Argentina, led by Hiltler himgoli. IThils
fear will never bs reallzed," The author

of the feature (and edike of the magazine)
1s one Raymond A, Palner.

Lfter twenty-odd ysars in acience <filc-

tlon, Ray Palmer is ctlll writing, siill

N predicting, now odliiing and publlshing,
and s8t1l1l creating one furor afic: another,

Ray Palmer in one of the great names in
gtf history =-- Verne, Wells, Gerasbzol,
Campbell, Palmer, perhaps Gold, porhaps
Pchl. Palmer has edited five magazines,
founded four of them end practicelly re-
surredted the other from lts grave-

ot w5 'Fes o 1e Nk s i WantA TWam TT D T -enas o



was established as one of the top authors
in the fleld, and AMAZING 3TOhIES, the
original stf mag, was down and nearly out.
In desperation, after a fast shuffle, of
owners, edlitors and formats, Palmer found
himself in the editor's chalr. He made
the once-great magazine great again; bullt
ites 8lze up well over two-hundred pages a
month, 1ts circulation over a million. In
the proceses he perpetirated one of the most
brazen, open-faced, immediately sesn-tixaugh
and paradoxically most successful hoaxes
in history; the Shaver Mystery. He dld
all sorts of crezy things. fle published
an all-Shaver AMAZING: feature novel by
Shaver, novelettes by Shaver, short stories
by Shaver. The letter column was practi-
cally all about. Shavers. The fans were
raged by Palmer's trying to folst Richard
S. Shaver's 1nsanely-plotted, misorably-
written flctlion, even after a Rap rewrite,
as fact, lemvrlia, deros, enake~-poople,
rodern English based on the ancisnt lan-
guage of Mu. Ridlculous! Either you cut
tiils out, sald tho letters,; ,Lor your mage-
zine will be boycotted
by every fan in Amer-
leca. And of course
the fans bought the
nagazine to ses  if Q\
thelr lotters were ;
nrinted, to soe 1f -
Palmor would cut out
tinls foollshness, to
gather more ammunition
for more letters. Angd Wt
the non-fan readereship 2
svelled as people ocame to see the fireo-
vorks. The Shaver Mystery, which was such
& success, also was one o0f the things
wnlch eventually drove Palmer out of the
editorship of AS. Andsof FANTASTIC ADVEN-
1



TUnES. For Palmer had to leave his mark
in more ways than that one or two. lie had
to start a magazine as well as edit an old
one. And so fantasy was wedded with scl-
ence fiction in FANTASTIC ADVENTURES, which
ran fourteen years, whioh never did achleve
ite original promise, but which blazed

trails in 1ts own less-spectacular-than-AS
way.

And so, seeing the end of his assocla-
tlon wlth 2iff-Davie and 1ts magazines ap-
proach, Palmer took another atep away from
the conventional. He invented the name of
Robort N. Webster (his umpteentl: pooulciiyii)
end founded FATE, & wilerd combination of
the wilerd and eccentric kind of stuff thet
always seemed to delight him with a musi
of the same ‘'this-is-true' defiance tho!
had marked his Shaver days.

Also undor the neme Webstesx', he started
& new sclence-fiction mag. OYHER WORLDS.
S5till blazling trails, he had tao audacity
to charge thiriy-~five cents, 1n9tccﬁ of
tae usual twenty-five. And as ugual, hle
gamble pald off. People bousht the naw
1ittle bl-monthly. The formatl was crazy
the roproduction poor, tho paper hor:i'ibls,
and the materlial, wilith éertailn eominent ex
ceptliona, wan nedlocros Palmer had @l
courage to print Bradbury 8 chocker "Way
An the Middle of the Alr'. He had thi
courage 4o publish a magazine on a tinp
cash-on~-hand and no reserve whatsoever. I
Tell down a flight of stairs and

the courage to run the publication from
hospital bed.

Just when it looked as OW and Ray Izl
were going to pull through, he went cut
and started yet another magazine, IMAGINA

17



TION, a sclence-fantasy companion for the
straight stf of OW. Always striving, al-
vays seeking, always moving ahead, Palmer
tried to increase hils magazines in fre-
quency of publication. Money, money,

money
Yo 801d IMAGINATION to his o0ld asslstant

«. 2-D, B1ll Hamling. Six-weekly now. How
7 met money to go monthly? How?

-

Ever daring, Palmer
continued on his mad
vath by appealing di-
“nctly to the public
b YO funds. And ag&ln
he 8.. *ggd right.. They
respona.. . Not too
well, nou enough to
swlng the .- i them-
selves, but eno. -\ %o
tlp the balanca.

Another project. Back cover paintings.
started at Z-D by Palmer, but now dead.
gor many months he had bullt the public up
‘or the reintroduction of back cover peint-
ings, on OTHER WORLDS. Suddenly Howard
Irowne, his successor at 2~D, came ot with
a new magazine, FANTASTIC~--~-with a back
cover painting. Palmer's thunder was stol-
en. but he came in second anyway, ancd

sterted a rush after Browne with back corer
paintings.

Monthly publication, back-cover i1llua-
tratlions, Palmer would not let his mega-
z1lne or his publlic settls dowmn. Beuvter,
thinner paper. A 1little thing but & change

nevertaeless. A new format, cover and in-
terlor,

ind throuzh it all the Palmer personal-
%y was showing ever morec strongly. Was

T



the man neurotic? An egomaniac? Must he
have his name 211 through his magazine?
Jasn't the editorial enough? No, he print-
2d his own stories. Sti1ll not snough. "The
Man From Tomorrow", a new hoax, but not as
vigorously pursued, nor as long insisted
upon as the Shave Mystery. Nebulositles.

He bullt up Bea Mahaffey as a new literary
child.

Is Raynond A. Palmer insane? Is he a
genius? The anewers are related. Adolf
Hitler, one of history's greatest gerduses,
was a madman. Julius Caesar was ofion
callad mad. Isaac Newton spoke vo Joan-of-
4rc-like spirits. No, Raymond A. Palmer
1s not lnsane. Yes, haymond i. Palmer is
a goenius. And his genius 1s near-madnecc.

4hat is in the future for Palmer? Peci-
haps 1t wlll ve nothing at all, Rav hoac
Leen 1n poor health for yearc, and that
7eli back in the early deys of OW left hin
& scml~-invalid. % assuning that he can
g0 on, Ray Palmer ulll go om. .uid Lo wWiil
not sit tight with what he has. That has
never boen Rap, and 1t never will be. The
rext otep? Porhaps he will seok the fur-~
thor ovolution of OTHER WORLDS and FATE.
Porhaps heo wlll start another magazine.
Perinaps he wlll hecome more active in book
publiching, a ficld he has worked with for
gomo timo. Perhaps he will come up with
somothing so completely new, so comnletely
differont that we cannot evon think of it
oW«

Only one thing 1s sure. As long as
Palmer 1s around he will be blazing new
trails; rushing in where angels fear to
tread, and emerging covered with gold.

-=ttich Lupoff
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THE AR orf
REFUSING |

(Second and last of a series)

by hal shapiro, &b

in the last issue, I ran down a few o8
the whys and wherefores of getting writers
to contribtute to your fanzine. The editor
of thls rag has read the article so well,
and absorbed so much of it that he ins mm-~
aged to get not one, but two articles out

of thils writer for MOTE. If you want to
call them articles.

A companion pisece is a necessity 1f wo
are to prevent faneds from obtaining too
much materlal for fanzines. For, should
this hannen, there will be too much quality
zatarlel in fanzines and, eventually, fanu-
zlnes wlll stop entirely vrintinz ecrud like
this. This will mean that fans will no
longer be able to biteh aboui ihe crud in
fenzines and the primary cause of belng a
fan will be nullified.

So, all you fan writors gather 'round |
end lemme pass on a few lessione I hhvs
learned in my fanuish experienco.

Now, to lgnore a notice in a fanzine
that "we want material from YOU" 48  tho
simpleat thing in the world. It takes
nelther speclal knowledge nor speclalized

20



training. However, when lotters stari er
riving in the mall, that's another story
Aand that story ls nct saleable.

Let's start with the easiest problenwa
and work our way up the 1ladder. Next €
ignoring a printed message in & fanziro
reking for material., comes the method o
ignoring the letters. However, this is no.
conducive to popularity. And I doubt tha’
there are any fans who wisa to remaln un
popular, except, perhaps, Ken Beale ana
Marion Bradley.

Ho, the best thing %o do 1ls to answ °
these 1letters. What R el /
of the letter from the \\\\\\\\\\“ \“l;' ‘;jy/’/////%
neo-fan? The person W\ 11;,1&'/‘ W//Zﬁ/
approaching you on ¥ \'-\\wtl %ﬁ,ﬁ%’r} =
thoir hands ana lmoes NN Welli 22 Z =
and lickling your boots = \ -
via mail (doosn'§ koep :
your boots cloan) and 7Z7THA .
asking you to pleace ;/'7% ‘;'&il"\_;_x‘\‘t«\a:\ SN
submit  something to 4 /‘f,{, Wyl SN N
thelr fanzinece? A G IRE )
kick in the tooth is usually sufiiclent O
send tnem running. dowevor, as I statcd
provicusiy, it le not conduclive to popu~
lority. Alpo, it might, 1I you aro rc-
vered sufflclontly, chaso this new fan ouvt
of fandom and cause owr microcoem to loes
o momber with unknown potentlialitlas.

BN

The easlest thing to do with such a
person is to give him something. For this
he will love you to his dying dey. le wlll
aleo koep asking for materlal to his dylrg
day. Besldes, you probably wouldn't hav
anything for the lad anywajy.

So. the next best thing 1s to wrlte &
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nice letter saylng something 1iket "I'm
sorry, but I don't have anything at pre-
sent which I fecl would be suitable for
your fanzine. However, if you'll +try
those fans (list three BNFs here), they

may be able to help you out. Feel free to
mention my name".

Chances are that he won't get anything
out of the other characters either. How~-
ever, 1f he does, 4t'll make him your
Ttiend for 1ife. Of ocourse, you don't
know what it'1ll do with the BNfs., But
that's a chance you have to take.

Now, 1f you really
wvant to contribute to
a fanzine, and the ed-
itor wants material,
you have but to drop
him a line sayings "I
would be honored o
appear in the pages of
your fanzine. However,
I am all out of ideas.,
Now, 1f you could sus~-

‘ gest a subject for me,
and outline briefly the manner in which

you'd 11ke it handled. I'd be glad to do
it, Af I'm capablo”.

Since no editor oan bve brisf. he'll
Juet aboux write the article for you; and
all you’ll have to do 1s £111 in incident-
al detalls and eslgn your name. This 1is
the coward's way out. It's my way out.

Over and out.

-=hal shapiro, db

.
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U-.BLIC 'OPINION

by Rich Bergeron

A COLUR ‘s LIF

¥ath this installment, you readers of

[LUiE +1ll have seen what may well be this
column's lact appearance. I hope not. Bub
that doosn’t alter the fact that n Vo
future the time I willl be able w  dcvowo
to 1t 18 poling to be practicelly non-exis-
tant. You see I'm dashing off to art col-
lesge goon and learning how Lo draw pretiy
pictures takes 1lots of timo; time thot
otherwise would bo sponi on Dob Peatrovic
ool dear old Public up¢nion. My plight ..
quite apparont; it's eilther .ore or the
otrer and, belleve me, I think 1'll cadch
ont.o tho knack of draving much quicker
Vaan I owlll the et o "r1t1r~ T evanpl A
crusctly 48 hurd-lo Q. poneils Jaotun
cad issue's worth of thia breczy cron. It
would be cheaper for mo to sub to Lhio o
than try to be 2 contributor, but I need
tho nractlice Hadly so that I can write in-~
torestius lettors oventually. Therefore,
»0'a ollotted time gpen As going to have
40 be smoerificod wo tho god of ART. BUT,
gince I'1ll bo in the pursuld of aan arsis—
tic education full tine, after I enter
school this fall, it is narrowly posclble
that I'11 ve able to £ind the agecret to
drawing plcturcs in double time. Then, =
could chalk up half of my college day to
art and holf to writing Publle Opinion.
Twolvo hours to cach., All is not 1losgt,
you sce. There 1s stlll hope.
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Some of ny columns have to suffer,
though. The last Ainstallment of ono of
them apneared in OOPSLA! #10. necently I
received a letter from one Grace Davls,
who will be the editor of the fanzine that
the Utah Sclence Flotion League 1s going
to sponsor as the successor to OCOPSLA!.
Her missive dwelt on my past connections
as a fan-artist with Gregg Cglkins® mag in
general and the possibility of my connec-
tions in the same capacity with the USFL
in particular. Not & single person, with
the exception of OORS's editor and Shelby
Vick, has mentioned that ecolumn in print
vhere I could see them doing it! Memo ¢

check off one column and buy a new tooth-
brush.

I abort something colled "Fan Varieties"
for CONFUSION in an irregular fashion. My
talent for that sort of thing has dwindled
Yo the vanishing point. The chance that
there will te another abort of that sort
of material from me 1s slim.

As I write this, I also have a few i~
teus in the fire for The Raven's Chirp.
The material for it seoms petty gocd from
thls end of the editorilal gun, but anse e
nover tell. 1It's quite 1likely that it'1l

7 have to bo dropped 2

eis ,f,'/ ewhile. Yon. for o-
}7 wbdle. I lixe sr's
presentation of 1ts
contents very mud aad
the amount of pleasure
I derive flom grinding
it out 18 second only
to that from Public O-
el pinlon, so 1t"11 prob-
/ ably be back if Mags

L gsin Bgill wantes 1t when I




e e e e,

got out of college.

But, for the time being, those people
who hunger for Bergeron writing will have
to find it in FAPA and SAPS. I'll try to
bring this column back after an absence of
an lssue or two, but, of course, I'm not
going to make a fool out of myself to 4o it.

A FICTIONALIZED APPROACH TO AN QPINTON

(futhor's note: The following piece of
vriting was originally scheduled to appoar
in an isscue of my FAPAzine, Fapans already
Inow that that issue hit the financlal
rocks, spreading material around fn sever-
al directions. Thls 13 another of the
wat?;-logsed items that have been turning
up the oddest places C¥ TN A A T
since. It 4s being ﬁﬁf?:gw‘",{;";“ e
prosonted to0 my MOTE Banrsis evswms. i
reeders mainly bacause PR
they are the ones I 5
get tho most response
out of. Bob was quite &
generous in giving 27

L I o

-

this column gobo of Suid -

spece in fosue” mabor Ly U NEEE
six's letter coium. DR -6 N }.'.'-'.:’" :
Most of my other edit~ * % ' =™ ~unelssy

ors are orowded with good matoerlal ang
can't do this. I any of you disagroc
wlth what you'll f£ind below, I'm swe MOTE's
lotter seotlon will be open to you in the
interests of controversy.)

While entering Fandom, the neophyte mmat
be myetified by what the admirers of the

" work of a relatively sme1l, but hyper-ac-

tive, group of fans ocall thds seleoct

group's work. Very few of them have any-

thing ' more than praise for 1t. His eye-
25



brows must rise when he sees some ocolumn-
ist say in print that "Winston's fan-arg-
work gets better and better by the ream-,
then he already owns many of the examples
“onmented on and can find nothing more in

Y. - than slopplily-done nudes, high prisst-
e8s6. otc.

After . jing nis perusal of this "art-
work" with < -Jrf1eq expression, he'll sit
down and ratlo..+ize: “Oh well, Proudy has
been 1n fandom muc longer than 1 have ==~

no doubt with the gai.-=ag of experience in
fandom these 1llos take «» gertaln new

values. Roscoe knows that w.-aton'se work
must have something in 1t or ...'q never
rate s0 highly in the fan—-art divis.... nf
all the fan polls. Though why Winnie
should get fandom's accolade wiile FPLANET

STORIES' cover artiste alwaye get a pan-
ning is =2vond me'."

lhe problem won't bother wuw ..o> =nan,
he'll forget about it and gradually couo
to take the acclamations of Proudy aad
others as 1ndlcative of the best because
he knows that they are brllliant people
and must be basing thelir opinions on sound
knowledge of the art world.

Perhaps thls neo~fan saw the comments
made in a fanzine not long ago, iwWhy, the
cover on your mag is 1identical with the
one used by Browne on the August 1issue of
his. What ever made that artist Phillipps
think he could make 1t pass unnoticed?" If
he did, it's more than likely that he ran
to his fanzine collection, keeping the
copy of SUN SPOT in hand, and dug out the
lssue of SPACE~BORN for comparison pur-
DOESEes. He probably looked with hawk eyes
from one cover to the gther. then a blark
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look came to his face and he must have
thought, "why, these covers aren': identi-
cal. The only thing Phil used in both was
the background. It glves the effect of an
allien portrait with that BEM centered in
it. Ah, but this background must strike
the basle of similarity in fan-art. An
experienced artist like lLarry shouldn't
have fallen into a mlnor'uaP of thie sort.
Yup, Collier must be right!

His fanzine reading will carry him a-
cross exalted pleces of work by Winston,
Brushu, and others. He has come to rea-
1ize that there can be no similarity of
ldeas where such scope of concept s cov-
ered as 1s found 1in Winston's work. Nonc
can draw so accurate a curve as he. Bruchn
excells 1n individualistic hips. He lkmovu:
that they are the true exponentes of wriel;
in fan-art -- at last our neophyte has do-
veloped into en average BNF, and liko alil
the others, a oritic of fan-art and a get-
ter of tho example,

THE GLASS WIG

Noticed, while glancing throuvgh my
elght-year-old brothor's files: CLASSICS
ILLUSTRATED, the oomic magazine which
speclalized in roprinting "gtories by the
world's greatest authors" in ploture-story
form, hap added another fantasy writer to
thelr 1list of names. A 1liet inciuding
wells, Verne, Haggard, Stevenson, and Car-
roll, among others. Issve #107 contained
Talbot Mundy's "King -~ of the Khyber Rif-
les". # I wonder if anyone besldes Els-
berry, Viek, Beale, Calkins and nyself no-
ticed that the final 00PSLA! was composed
entirely of columns? No wonder it took
8lx months &6 come out! # Fandom first
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heard of Conklin's recent book, "The ami-
bue of Science Fiction" approximately five
years ago, when Redd Boggs predicted 1in
SKY HOOK (now SKYiIOOK) #2 (May '48) that
that title was "on the way". Hince Redd
makes the Nostradamus business sound g0
easy, may I say that "The Index to The Im-
mortal Storm" 1s on the way? The adver-
tlsements concerning the ASFO printed edi-
tion of "The Immortal Storm" make no men-
tion of one belng included in it and every-
one who owns a copy of Burwell's run knows
how useful such an item would be. But, i%
seems likely that when the "Index" does
appear, that 1t will be done for the more
permanent of the two volumes, so owners of
the mimeographed version will still have
Lo invest in the former, 1f they want to
be able to use this plece of Moskowitz's
work tvo the best advantage.

--Rich Bergeron

’
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